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February 2012 

The Church:  
ñThe Incarnation of Christ in the Worldò 

By Pastor Bart 
 

 Christmas decorations are down. 
Slowly but surely the Christmas lights and 
ornaments have been placed back into 
their boxes and taken to the attic or 
basement until next year. The baby has 
been born one more time. The shepherds 
have come and gone. The magi have 
made their visit, delivered their gifts and 
gone home.  
The season after the feast of 

Epiphany is focused on the earthly 
ministry of Jesus. We call this ordinary 
time because the Church is not 
celebrating any major festival. However, 
ordinary time is not ordinary. The gospel 
lessons for the next few weeks are 
examining the stories of Jesusô ministry. 
We hear about his baptism by John in the 
Jordan. We see him going into Galilee. In 
Galilee we see Jesus preach, teach and 
heal.   
Jesus three-fold ministry of 

preaching, teaching, and healing are 

the means whereby Jesus seeks to 
proclaim the good news of Godôs 
kingdom. Each ministry seeks to point to 
the higher and deeper reality of Godôs 
presence in the world. 
Jesusô three-fold ministry is 

continued in the Churchôs mission. 
Established by Christ himself, the Church 
serves as the incarnation of Jesus in the 
world. As Jesus told his disciples in Johnôs 
gospel his departure would lead to the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit to the church. 
He explicitly tells the disciples: ñTruly, 
truly, I say to you, he who believes in me 
will also do the works that I do; and 
greater works than these will he do, 
because I go to the Father.ò (John 14:12) 
Hence, the church is elevated by Christ to 
continue and expand the ministry initiated 
by himself. 
What is the church? The Church is a 

divine institution. The churchôs existence 
is determined by Christ himself. In Samuel 
Stoneôs 1866 hymn, ñThe Churchôs 
Foundationò, the author gives a precise  
                     (continued on Page 2)
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         (continued from Page 1) 
understanding of the church.  

The church's one Foundation 
Is Jesus Christ her Lord; 
She is his new creation 
By water and the Word: 

From heav'n he came and sought her 
To be his holy bride; 

With his own blood he bought her, 
And for her life he died. 

The Church forgets, often trying to 
copy the secular models of political, social, 
and business institutions, that she is the 
Lord Jesusô creation. The Church stands 
apart from those secular roles. The 
Churchôs sole focus is continuing the 
ministry of Jesus. The Church preaches. 
The Church teaches. The Church heals.  
The Church is a human institution. 

Christ himself established the church 
through Peter, the Rock. (Matthew 16: 18) 
Sometimes believers and non-believers 
critique the church because it is governed 
by human beings. And yet, Christ himself 
established the church knowing full well 
that everyone falls short. Our Lord Jesus 
told the temperamental fisherman Peter, 
ñAnd I tell you, you are Peter, and on this 
rock I will build my church, and the powers 
of death (Hades) shall not prevail against 
it.ò  This is the man who would deny him 
and run for cover after Jesus is arrested. 
And yet, it will be Peter who will heroically 
lead the church for the rest of his life. It 
would be the flawed Peter, who following 
his Lordôs example, accepted the martyrôs 
death by being crucified upside because he 
was a follower of Jesus.  
The Church is energized and led by 

the Holy Spirit. Just prior to his death, 
Jesus tells the disciples that he would not 
leave them orphaned. God does not 

abandon his followers. Jesus tells them 
that ñthe Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom 
the Father will send in my name, he will 
teach you all things, and bring to your 
remembrance all that I have said 
you.ò (John 14:26) Again, he says of the 
Holy Spirit that ñwhen he comes, he will 
convince (convict) the world concerning sin 
and righteousness and judgment:éò (John 
16:8b) And, on the evening of the 
resurrection, Jesus breathes on the 
disciples and says: ñReceive the Holy 
Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they 
are forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, 
they are retained.ò (John 22b-23) 
The church will never die. Beginning 

our third millennium, the Holy Spirit has 
continued to breathe on the church through 
periods of excitement and joy as well as 
periods of persecution and grief. The 
churchôs resilience comes from the reality 
that the church is body of Christ continuing 
the ministry of Jesus. The world may hinder 
the church. Members may leave the 
church. Yet, Jesus will never leave us. The 
Church is the Lordôs creation.  

 

 
 

Fifth Sunday Worship 
January 29, 2012 
10:30 AM 

 
Sunday School 
9:20 AM 

Lasagna luncheon will follow in the 
Fellowship Hall immediately following the 
10:30 AM worship service. Take outs are 
available. Proceeds will be donated to the 
Bedford Elem. School backpack program. 
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Ash Wednesday 
Service 

 
 

 February 22 
 7:00 pm 

     
    Main Street UMC will enter the season 
of Lent with Ash Wednesday worship 
service to be held on Wednesday,   
February 22 at 7:00 pm, in our 
Sanctuary. 
    With Ash Wednesday, Christians 
around the world begin a 40-day journey 
of faith, called Lent, which ends with Good 
Friday. Ash Wednesday originated within 
the Christian Church in the A.D. 900s. 

 

   
LENTEN LUNCHEON  
AND DEVOTIONS 

 

Every Wednesday,  
February 22ðApril 4 
 Main Street UMC 
12 noon until 1 pm 

 
During Lent, the Bedford County 

Ministerial Association will sponsor the 
2012 Lenten Program with Soup and 
Sandwich Luncheons, and will be held 
each Wednesday beginning February 22 
until  April 4, at Main Street UMC.  
Various Bedford pastors will share short 
Lenten devotions.  Donations will be 
accepted for lunch. 

 
The speakers will be included in 

upcoming bulletins and in next monthôs 
newsletter.  

 
 

The Pretzel: Lent Food of the 
Early Church 

Early Christians made different types of 
food for Lent.  One such food is popularly 
known as the pretzel. During Lent, 
Christians in the Roman Empire made a 
bread consisting only of flour, salt, and 
water because the items of fat, eggs, and 
milk were forbidden as part of the Lent 
fast. This bread was shaped in the form of 
two arms crossed in prayer. They were 
made in that form to remind them of Lentôs 
call to prayer and penance. The bread 
was called (bracellae) which meant ñlittle 
arms.ò In Germany, the citizens coined the 
term Brezel or PrezelTh from the Latin 
form. The oldest image of the pretzel 
dates in a manuscript that can found in the 
Vatican dating to the fourth century.  

 
Good Friday Service 
A special Good Friday service 
featuring the Chancel Choir 
will be held on Good Friday, 
April 6, at 7:00 PM, in the 
Sanctuary.  Please join us as 
we reflect on the passion and 
death of our Lord. 

Watch for more information in the 
March newsletter. 

 

Upper Room Subscriptions 
$6.00 Regular Print 
$9.00 Large Print 

Subscriptions are now being taken to 
receive The Upper Room. They will be 
delivered to the church office for your  pick
-up. 
Please submit to the church office by 

February 1. Checks should be made 
payable to UMW (United Methodist Women).    
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OUTREACH  
MISSION FOCUS 
          
 February:   

BEDFORD CHRISTIAN  
FREE CLINIC   

104 Center Street, Bedford, VA. 
Hours: Monday evenings; 3:00 - 6:30 PM 
Wednesday mornings; 8:30 AM - 12:00 PM 

www.bedfordfreeclinic.com 
 

    Our Mission:  The purpose of the Bedford 
Christian Free Clinic, a church-sponsored, 
non-profit organization is to provide medical, 
pharmaceutical and health education 
services to the residents of Bedford City and 
County to promote improved health for those 
who otherwise could not afford care. 
 

    The BCFC provides general medical 
treatment for non-emergency, acute health 
problems for patients 18 years and up. 
Advanced diagnostic testing and other 
services are available through referral 
appointments arranged by the clinic. 
 

    Volunteer assignments are waiting for you! 
Medical volunteers such as physicians, 
physician associates, nurse practitioners, 
LPNôs, RNôs, pharmacists, and health 
educators are always needed. 
Volunteers are also needed to assist in data 
processing, office & clerical work, eligibility 
screening, and fund raising. Call for more 
information, 586-3711. 

 
Contributions can be placed in the 

Mission Box located in the Narthex each 
Sunday morning through February 26, 
2012.  All donations will be sent to Bedford 
Christian Free Clinic. 

 

 

MONTHLY 
 MISSION MOMENTS 

Outreach has proposed a mission-a-
month again this year. During the last 
Sunday of each month, there will be a 
Mission Moment during our worship service 
emphasizing the next monthôs mission. 
This mission will continue for the whole 
month. A box has been provided in the 
Narthex for your contributions. You may 
contribute anytime during that month. 
Please keep this project in your prayers 

as there is little money provided for mission 
work in our budget this year. 

 
 

    SoSA Newsletter Mailing 
    The Society of St. Andrew newsletter 
mailing will be held on Monday,  
February 6, at 9 AM, in the Fellowship 
Hall.    Come and bring a friend! Your help 
is greatly appreciated! 
 
 

NEWSLETTER 
     To save postage, we are continuing to 
send this newsletter via e-mail to anyone 
who makes this request.  Please make 
sure the church office has your correct e-
mail address.   
     A limited number of printed copies are 
available in the Narthex for pick-up during 
the month of February. 
     We will bulk mail the newsletters 
quarterly to those who do NOT have e-
mail addresses. To help us save money, 
please make sure that we have your 
correct address. 
     Any questions, please call the church 
office, at 586-8878. 
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CONFIRMATION CLASS 
BEGINS FEBRUARY 26

TH
 AT 

9:45 AM 
Pastor Bart will begin a Confirmation 

Class for youth on Sunday, February 26th 
at 9:45 AM. The course will continue 
through March and conclude April 1st. 
Confirmation will occur on Easter Sunday, 
April 8, 2012, at the 11:00 AM service. 
Confirmation age begins with the sixth 
grade to High School. It is an intensive six 
week course that seeks to inform the 
candidates concerning the Christian faith. 
At the end of the training period, youth will 
have the freedom to choose whether they 
will be confirmed after the training period. 
Confirmation refers to the later stage of 

Christian formation. It refers specifically to 
the moment that the pastor lays hands 
upon the candidate and prays that the Holy 
Spirit will work within them to continue to 
mold them to live as Christ lived.  
To enroll in the Confirmation Class, call 

Carol Ellis before February 24th. 
 

UMW Greeting Card Ministry 
If you are looking for original and pretty 

greeting cards, look no further than the 
UMW greeting card box located in the 
Resource Room just off of the church 
office. These cards have been made by 
Circle members from recycled cards and 
are truly lovely. They are availableðat NO 
chargeðto send to anyone in our church 
family. If you would like to send them to 
others, we ask for a small donation. Just 
drop by the Resource Room, look for the 
category you need such as ñGet Wellò, 
ñHappy Birthdayò, or ñThinking of Youò, etc, 
and make your choice. Envelopes are 
provided as well. 
A lot of hard work and enthusiasm has 

gone into the making of these cards and 
we hope you will use them to bring joy to 
others and keep in touch with your church 
family. 
Check your bulletin for the next ñCard 

Makingò workshop and join in on the fun! 
 
 

UMW Reading Program 
     There are many reasons to 

read-entertainment,enlightenment, 
inspiration, etc.  If you would like to do 
some reading with a purpose, try books 
from the UMW Reading Program. Choose 
from the four categories which are: Social 
Action, Spiritual Growth, Education for 
Mission and Nurturing for Community. The 
Reading Program is all about growing 
spiritually and helping us to try new 
directions in our service. 
If you are interested in giving a book in 

memory or honor of someone, we would be 
happy to provide a list of books from which 
to choose. How better to honor someone 
than to give a book? Now that the season 
of giving is over, think of this as a way of 
keeping that giving spirit going all year. 
There are also books for youth and 

books for children available and we would 
love to increase our inventory of these 
books and encourage young readers to 
participate. Some of the childrenôs books 
have been used in Sunday School and 
Youth Group and have been well received. 
If you are interested in personal growth, 

looking for opportunities to serve or just 
want to read a good book, the UMW book 
shelf is the place to go. Any UMW member 
can direct you to the bookshelf and help 
you select a book for reading or giving. 



6 

 UMW BULLETIN 
BOARD 

     The United Methodist 
Women invite you to view our 
Bulletin Board, located next to 

the elevator on the main floor of our 
church. The bulletin board shows 
information about a mission project that 
several members of our church have 
become involved in this past year. The 
Smith Mountain Lake Holy Rollers 
received donated yarn from an area 
factory. This yarn is then rolled into balls 
by volunteers. The yarn is used for charity 
projects. In 2011, five members of Main 
Street UMC gathered at Trinity Ecumenical 
Church in Moneta to roll the yarn. Seven 
members crocheted or knitted a total of 79 
sweaters, 150 hats, and 28 scarves that 
were donated to children at one Franklin 
County elementary school. 
     If you would like to roll yarn (no skills 
needed!) or use the yarn for a charity 
project, please contact Carol Hurley or 
Susan Layne. You do not need to be a 
member of UMW to participate in this 
ministry. 

 
Sewing Volunteers 
Needed for 
Preschool 

     Our preschool class needs sewing 
volunteers! If anyone is interested in 
helping the preschool sew 3 panels of 
material, we would greatly appreciate it. 
You can call Kara Sensenig, at 586-2267, 
and it will be explained. We have all the 
supplies needed, but are in need of sewing 
talent. Thanks for your assistance. 

Church E-mail & Web Site 
Please note our e-mail and web site 
addresses: 

Church Web Site:  
 www.mainstreetumchurch.org 

Youth Web Site: 
www.mainstreetyouth.net 
E-Mail Addresses: 

office@mainstreetumchurch.org 
popecon1@aol.com (Pastor Bart) 
carol@mainstreetumchurch.org 
sandy@mainstreetumchurch.org 
kenny@mainstreetumchurch.org 

 
Our music director, Kenny Taggart, 

is in the process of remodeling and 
updating the church website. Your 
feedback and suggestions are 
welcome. The site can be viewed at 
www.mainstreetumchurch.org. 
Comments can be sent to Kenny at 
kenny@mainstreetumchurch.org. 
Also, if your group has a story or 
pictures it would like featured on the 
website, please contact Kenny.  

 
     You will be able to view past 
Bulletins and Newsletters.   
     Also, posted are the current 
schedules of the Liturgists, Acolytes 
and Cross Bearers, Greeters, and 
Soundboard Technicians through 
March 2012. 
     If there is anything else that you 
would like to see posted on our web 
site, please contact the church office 
at 586-8878. 

 

http://www.mainstreetumchurch.org
mailto:kenny@mainstreetumchurch.org
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Addresses Unknown 
If you know the addresses or phone 

number of any of the following inactive 
members of Main Street United Methodist 
Church, please call the church office. We 
are attempting to locate and contact these 
members. 
Rebecca & Ralph Aiken-Manzoni 
Christopher Scott Bailey 
Gary Baldwin (Dean, Mary, Paula) 
Mary Alice Barksdale 
David Clark 
Lisa Clark 
Joyce KB Clark 
Bruce & Betty Creasey 
Virginia Dodge 
Brad Ellis 
Kristen Graham 
Mark Gray 
Laura J. Harrison 
Robert & Beverly (Bain) Hughes 
Kim & Eric Hymes 
Thomas & Mamie Johnson 
Rodger L. Johnson, Jr. 
Pamela Clayton Kelly Johnston 
Robert & Roselee Kardos 
Dr. John A. Kent 
Ethel Key 
James Paul Lawhorn 
William J. Leftwich 
John and Jill Liguori 
Teresa T. Mayhew 
Rosie Milton 
Todd and Linda Morgan 
Mark Morrison 
Marian Morrison 
Lynda Ohlinger 
James E. Parrish, Jr. 
Fred Pollard 
Brent Small 
Chris Small 

Gail Alane Staley 
Judy G. Thompson 
James D. Walker 
Nancy K. Watson 
Kimberly Watts 
Stuart Wheeler 
Carla Williams 
Mark Williamson 
Robert Wooster 
Jane Wright 
 
 

Worship Themes for February         

February 5 Fifth Sunday after the 
Epiphany 
Sermon:  ñRising Up to Serveò 
Text: Mark 1:29-30 
Jesus heals Peterôs mother-in-law, and 

many others in and around Capernaum, before 
beginning his first preaching tour in Galilee. 
February 12  Sixth Sunday after the 

Epiphany 
Sermon:  ñTaking the Risk to Healò 
Text: Mark 1:40-45 
Unlike Naaman, who had to wash to be 

cleansed, a leper is made clean by the healing 
words of Jesus. This healing makes Jesus well-
known and sought after.  
There will be an occasion to come to the 

altar for prayers for healing this morning. 
February 19   Transfiguration Sunday 
Sermon: ñThe Mountain Top Perspective 
Text:  Mark 9:2-9 

      Jesus talks with Moses and Elijah; he is 
changed before Peter, James and John.  
       February 26  First Sunday of Lent 
       Sermon:  ñFinding Life in the Wildernessò 
       Text:  Mark 1:9-15 
       Following his baptism by John, Jesus is led 
by the Spirit into the wilderness for a period of 
temptation. 
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United Methodist Youth 

(UMY) 
 

 

UMYF District 
Retreat 

This year the Lynch-
burg District and 

Danville District will be combined again for 
one BIG youth retreat.  All youth from 6th 
through 12th grades are invited!  Worship will 
be led by the band, Exit Eden.  Our speaker 
will be Mark O, a leader in youth ministry for 
over 30 years, former president of Youth Spe-
cialties and  currently a partner in The Youth 
Cartel.  On Saturday night, there will be a con-
cert by Christian Hip-Hop artist and Mt. View 
UMC youth pastor, REP and Friends.  The 
weekend will feature small group discussions, 
exciting and meaningful worship, Stop Hunger 
Now food packing, free time and lots of fun!  
Cost per youth is $50.  Registration forms are  
available online at mainstreetyouth.net (forms) 
or in the church office.  Forms must be       
returned to the church office by February 
10th.   

 

Souper Bowl of 
Caring 

  The ñSouper Bowl of  
Caringò  began 15 years ago 
with a single youth group.  It 
has since become an international event de-
signed to raise money for the fight against 
hunger. On Sunday, February 5, 2012, you 
will have an opportunity to be a part of this 
effort.  Youth will be collecting canned goods 
and monetary donations before the worship      
services.  The proceeds from the Souper Bowl 
of Caring are to be used in the community 
where they are collected.  This year all money 
collected will go to the Shepherdôs Table and 
donations of canned goods will go to Bedford 
Christian Ministry. 

 

 
 
 

Super Bowl Party 
All Youth in grades 6-12 are invited to a 

Super Bowl Party at the church on Sunday, 
February 5, from noonð3 PM.  Join us for a 
time of fun and fellowship.  Please bring your 
favorite football movie.  We will vote on which 
one to watch.  Hot dogs and hamburgers will 
be provided.  Please bring a snack or a 2 liter 
drink per family to share.  Invite a friend! 

 

Youth Mission Trip 
This summer, the Main Street United  

Methodist  Youth     Fellowship will sponsor a  
mission trip to Roanoke,  Virginia.  The      
mission project is named R.E.A.C.H. (Real 
Experiences Affecting Change).  R.E.A.C.H. 
was a great experience for us last summer, 
giving us the opportunity to experience many 
different kinds of service.   
The trip will be held June 9-15 and the cost 

to each youth will be $75.  Registration forms 
are available at Mainstreetyouth.net (forms) or 
in the church office.  If you plan to go, please 
contact Carol in the church office as soon as 
possible.   
Chaperones are needed for the week. If 

you can help for a day or more, please      
contact Carol at 586-8878. 

 
 

SAVE THE DATES! 
April 27-29 
Dessert Theater    
  
June 9-15     
R.E.A.C.H. Mission Trip 
 
To Contact Carol please: 
Phone ð 586-8878  office 
     540-583-0969 cell 
email: carol@mainstreetumchurch.org.  
For up-to-date youth information: 
Youth website: mainstreetyouth.net 
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Children First! Forum on Children  

Ministering to the Children  
 

Children First! is an ecumenical group that 
seeks ways to enhance the well-being of chil-
dren and youth in the Bedford community.  
They will be sponsoring an informational   
forum on Tuesday, February 21, at 7 PM in 
the Friendship/Welcome Room.    
People from a number of agencies will be 

present that evening and will be speaking to 
us about ways the needs of the youth and 
children of Bedford might be met.  Speakers 
will be Paul Tesi from Bedford Group Homes, 
Debbie Drake from Bedford Department of 
Social Services, Krystal Hullette, Child      
Protective Services of Bedford Dept. of Social 
Services and Cherie Whitehurst, Assistant 
Superintendent of Bedford County Public 
Schools. 

 
Please come to take part in the discus-

sions or just to listen and learn.  It is not nec-
essary to affiliate yourself with Children First! 
to come.  It is our hope that the forum will 
enable individuals and groups to better un-
derstand the needs of the youth and children 
and find ways to minister to those needs.  
Come and see where God leads you.   
For more information you may  
contact: 
Ginny Greerð540-353-4023 
Millie Hackmanð586-5599 
Beulah Payneð586-9140 
Carol Ellisð586-2859 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Valentine Party  
Join us on Saturday, Febru-
ary 11 from 9:30-11:30 AM 
for a valentine party!  The 
party is for children ages 3-
11.  Children under the age 

of 3 are welcome to stay if they have a parent 
or guardian with them.  Using games, crafts, 
a mission project and other activities, we will 
explore what it means to live Godôs love.   
Please let Carol know (586-8878) if you 

plan to attend.  Invite a friend!   
 
 

 

Passing on the Faith  

Monthly òDinneró 

Questions  
Once a week have the family 
discuss one of the questions 

below.  Open with a prayer then ask the 
question of the week.   

 

February 
Devotions:  What do you know about   

angels? About spirits? 
Rituals & traditions:   How has faith 

shaped your familyôs rituals and traditions? 
Caring Conversation:  What is the hardest 

life storm or challenge you have dealt with?  
How did your faith help you through the     
crisis? 
Service:  A tough issue teens in my    

community are facing isé 
For questions about childrenôs events call 

Carol at 586-8878. 
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Thank You 
ǄBedford Christian  

       Ministri es  
A total of six bags of groceries and 

$20.00 in cash were received on January 
1, 2012, for the Bedford Christian          
Ministries.  Thanks for your  support! 

ǄChristmas Gift Giving  
ñThe Outreach Committee wishes to 

thank everyone for their generous         
contributions made to the Christmas Gift 
Giving Project.  Over $2,450 was received 
and distributed to Bedford Christian      
Ministries, Bedford Domestic Violence 
Shelter, Shepherdôs Table, Bedford Ride, 
and Bedford Christian Free Clinic.ò 

ǄSoSA 

ñThank you, Main Street UMC, for your 
recent gift of $104.88 to feed the hungry 
Americans.  Your investment in the      
ministry of Society of St. Andrew ensures 
that fresh, nutritious produce will reach the 
tables of those in our nation who donôt 
have enough to eat.ò Jennifer V. Moore 

ǄBedford Community 

 Christmas Station  
ñThank you for making a very generous 

monetary donation to Bedford Community 
Christmas Station. Your contribution 
helped provide toys, clothing, household 

items and food for more than 325 low-
income families. We are also very  appre-
ciative of the incredible amount of        
merchandise you collected for the Christ-
mas Station; the paper products,       
shampoo, soap, toothpaste and tooth-
brushes,  and other personal care prod-
ucts.ò 
Thank you again for your support. We 

are very grateful for your heart-warming 
generosity!!ò 
Signed:  Karen Hughes, Board  

President 

ǄBedford Hospice Care  
ñWe would like to take this opportunity 

to thank you for your most recent 
generous donation of $73.00 to Bedford 
Hospice Care. This donation will certainly 
benefit the terminally ill patients that we 
are for here in Bedford County. Please be 
assured that your donation will be used to 
help provide caring staff, medication, 
medical supplies, food, and other needed 
items and services to indigent patients in 
our community.ò Signed: Linda Royal, 
Executive Director 

ǄChristmas Food Baskets  
ñThanks to the generosity of our fellow-

ship and tremendous coordination of      
volunteers, we were able to serve 100   
families. Those delivering the baskets felt 
the appreciation first hand and for every-
one who contributed to this ministry, we 
thank you for making it possible!ò 
NOTE:  Several ñThank youò notes 

have been received from families who   
received some of these food baskets. 
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 ǄThe Shepherdõs Table 

ñDear Friends at Main Street UMC:  
Thank you so much for your recent 
donation of $631.27. You are answering 
the call of Jesus to feed the hungry by 
joining in this ministry with us. Your support 
is truly appreciated. All of us at The 
Shepherdôs Table thanks all of you at Main 
Street UMC for all you do to provide the 
means to make this ministry successful by 
sharing your time, talent, and treasure. 
May God continue to bless Main Street 

UMC with the same kindness, generosity, 
and concern you have shown others.ò 
Signed: Susan Curtis, Treasurer 

ǄBedford Christian 

 Ministries  

ñDear Congregation of Main Street 
UMC:  Thank you so much for taking time 
from your busy holiday schedule to remem-
ber the less fortunate residents of Bedford 
and to make a donation on their behalf. 
Your gift and other items received will    
enable Bedford Christian Ministries start 
2012 on a very positive note. And, it will 
mean that we can help others who are 
struggling to simply make ends meet. 
You are our Guardian Angels through-

out 2011. Thank You!ò  
Signed: Mary Wiley, Board President 

Ǆ Roanoke Rescue    

   Mission  
ñThank you for your understanding that 

everyone needs help some time to deal 

with the ñterrible giftsò that life bestows. 
Your recent donations of $328.00 enables 
us to keep the Rescue Mission open to 
receive the next family who has been 
devastated by tragedy or bent down by the 
heaviness of poverty.  
Thank you for understanding and 

responsing to the needs of people you do 
not know who are in pain and who are 
navigating through dark times.ò  
Signed: Joy Sylvester-Johnson, CEO 

  ǄBedford Domestic  

 Violence Services  

     ñThank you so much for the stocking 
you donated for our children for Christmas. 
They go through so much that is not of their 
making. Their eyes must have lit up when 
they saw their gifts.  
     Also, thank you so much for your check 
in the amount of $365.00. Your love put 
smiles on many faces for Christmas. God 
Bless!ò  Signed: Evelyn Johnson 

     ǄBedford Ride  

     ñThank you and the generous members 
of Main Street UMC for your donation to 
Bedford Ride. Your donation will help our 
citizens to have non-emergency transporta-
tion access to doctors and hospitals without 
which they could not receive non-
emergency medical care.ò  
     Signed: Ira Doom 

     ǄBedford Free Clinic  

     ñOn behalf of our Board of Directors, I 
extend sincere thanks for your check in the 
amount of $535.00.ò   Don Craighead, Jr. 
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FROM THE FINANCE  
COMMITTEE 

 

CHURCH FINANCES 
 

General Fund Balance 
    (as of 12/31/2011):  $14,712.81   
Building Fund Balance 
    (as of 1/5/2012):      $25,467.93 

 
General Fund Budgeted Expenses: 
 December 2011            $42,191.24 
General Fund Money Received towards 
Budget:   
 December 2011            $49,039.52
  

 

Local Emergency Fund 
From November 15, 2011, through 

January 6, 2012, the Local Emergency 
Fund helped with a total of $2,410.20. We 
helped pay the electric bill for 13 families; 
rent for 1 family; Auto gas for 2 individuals; 
food for 1 family; fuel oil for 1 family; 
lodging for 1 family; hot water heater for 1 
family; and 2 electric heaters for 1 family. 
      

Communion Offering 
Where does your Communion Offering 
go?  On the first Sunday of each month, 
the money that is left on the communion 
rail is added to the Local Emergency Fund. 
As you can tell from the figures above, the 
needs seem to be greater at this time. 
Your special Communion offering makes 
this possible. Thank you! 
 

Inclement Weather? 
Please check the local TV stations (7, 

10, and 13) for weather-related changes. 
 

THE OLDER ADULT  
MINISTRY LUNCHEON 
NO LUNCHEONS  
PLANNED FOR 
FEBRUARY  

 
     Ron and Carol Russell, Co-Chairs of  
Older Adult Ministry 
 

 

OUTREACH 
FUNDRAISING GIFT 
CARD PROGRAM 

 
Thank you for supporting our Gift Card 

Program. In 2011, Three thousand ($3000) 
in gift card proceeds were distributed  
between Our Missionary, Clara Biswas 
($1250) and the Bedford Primary School 
Backpack Program ($1750).  
Gift cards that are available on a 

regular basis are CVS ($25), Food Lion 
($25, $100, $250), Lowes ($25, $100), Wal
-Mart ($25, $100, $250). 
The cards do not cost any extra!  Just 

purchase and pick up the gift cards on the 
1st and 3rd Sundays.   It is a great way to 
help the outreach and missions of Main 
Street UMC. You can also come by the 
church office (during office hours) and 
purchase the cards. Itôs money you are 
already spending! 
The percentage profit is CVS 6%; Food 

Lion 5%; Loweôs 4%; and Wal-Mart 2%. 
The Special Gift Card sales during the 

holidays were very successful and we 
hope to offer them again in the near future. 
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Used Eyeglasses 
Wanted 
 

If you have any used eyeglasses that 
you want to discard, the Lions Club would 
like to have them.  Please bring your used 
glasses to the ñeyeglass boxò in the church 
office.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Notes from Staff Parish 
By Glynis Hopkins, Chair 

On Monday, January 16, 2012, the 
Administrative Board approved a ñbare 
bonesò budget.   The Staff Parish portion 
was reduced as follows: 

- Elimination of the Part Time 
Secretary position 

- Reduction in Nursery Child Care 
budget by 1/3 

- No raises for staff again (last raises 
were 4 years ago) 

- Elimination of continuing education 
funds 

- Elimination of Relief Custodian 
- Elimination of Substitute Organist 
 

     Denise Davis is currently our Part Time 
Secretary. Her last day will be February 
16.  Staff Parish is working with our staff to 
redistribute these duties. Denise has 
learned quickly and will be greatly missed. 
This change will require church office 
hours to be reduced and the new schedule 
will be published as soon as available.  
We will be looking for volunteers to assist 
from time to time.  

     The Child Care budget reduction will 
necessitate a reduction in the hours the 
nursery will be available. Unless funding 
and/or volunteers become available soon, 
the nursery will be staffed from 9:30 
through the 11 AM church service 
beginning February 19. 

     We appreciate your patience and 
understanding as we tackle these issues. 
We always welcome your suggestions and 
feedback. 

 
In Sympathy 

Our Prayers Are with the 
Families of: 

 
 

William B. Cheek, Jr. 
Father of Jeanne Cayton 
December 14, 2011 

 
Murrell Atkins 

Mother of Joan Kent 
December 28, 2011 

 
Reba Wright 

December 31, 2011 
 

Ruth Fuqua 
Mother of Lea Simpkins 
January 16, 2012 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 
 

 1 
6:30 UMM  (F/H) 

2 
 

3 4 
 

5 
SS Book Study 
Souper Bowl of 
Caring 
NO PM Book 
Study 

6 
9 am SoSA 
Mailing (F/H) 
 

7 
7 pm COM  

8 
7:30 pm 
Trustees Mtg.  

9 
11 am History & 
Records 

10 
 

11 
9:30-11:30 am 
Childrenôs Val. 
Party 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE 

16 
NO Older Adult 
Luncheon 

17 
District Youth 
Retreat 

18 
District Youth 
Retreat 

19 
Youth Return 
NO UMYF 
3 pm Hospital 
Worship 

20 
OFFICE 
CLOSEDñ
Presidents Day 
No Bible Study 
2 pm Belmont  
Garden Club 

21 
7 pm Childrenôs 
1st 
7 pm SPRC Mtg. 
 

22 
No Book Study 
12 noon Lenten 
Luncheon 
 

23 
 

24  25 
 

26 Guest 
Speaker at 11 
am service - 
Potluck lunch to  
follow 

27 28 29 
12 noon Lenten 
Luncheon 

   

ONGOING EVENTS 
 

Sunday Schedule: 
8:30 am  Worship 
9:50 am  Sunday School 
9:50 am  Book Study (through March 4) 
11:00 am  Worship  
3:00 pm  Book Study (through March 4) 
4:30ð6 pm UMYF 
 
Monday Schedule: 
1:15 pm       Monday Bible Study 
8:00 pm  AA 
 
Tuesday Schedule: 
7:30-8:30 pm     Al-Anon   

 
 
Wednesday Schedule: 
10 am          Brightwell Bells 
12 noon         Lenten Luncheons 
        (through April 4) 
6:30 pm         Book Study (through 
         March 7) 
7:30-9  pm         Chancel Choir 
 
Thursday Schedule: 
10:00 am          Mission Bells  
11:00 am         The Old Favorites (at Elks 
          Home) 
8:00 pm          AA 
 

 
 
Circle Meetings: 
10 am Mary/Martha Circle (4th    
 Monday) 
12 Noon     New Beginnings Circle (4th 
 Monday) 
7:00 pm     Circle of Friends  
 (1st Monday -  every other 
 month) 
7:00 pm    Harmony  (3rd Thursday) 

 

 

February 2012 
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CAMPBELL REST 
HOME 
Mrs. Cora Cocke 
 

OAKWOOD MANOR 
Mrs. Winifred Turner 
Mrs. Jane K. Murray 
Mr. Walker McDaniel 
Mr. Bob Dillon 
Mr. Albert Hunter 
 

ELKS NATIONAL HOME, SPECIAL 
CARE 
Mr. Allen Huddleston 
Mrs. Dot Savage 
Mr. Carroll Rudrud 
Mrs. Patsy Melton 
Mr. Holmes ñPuddinò Updike (father of 
Marsha Melton) 
 

   

  CARRIAGE HILL   
  RETIREMENT HOME 
  Mrs. Christine Tatem 
  Mrs. Bettie Overstreet 
 

WESTMINSTER-CANTEBURY 
Mrs. Faye Wood (Independent Living) 
 
 

BEDFORD COUNTY NURSING 
HOME 
Mrs. Louise Ford  
Mrs. Delores Ports 

 
 

Send a card, visit, or give 
them a call to let them know 
you are thinking about them!  

Paul D. Sherman, Jr. 
Gregory Phipps 
Ben Melton 
Robert Phipps 
Casey A. Fariss 
 
 

 
 

Chris Pierce 
David Barringer 
Michael Cain 
William Isaiah Fariss 
William Kendall VanWart 

Serving our country in the Armed Forces: 

Please call the prayer chain  
at 586-5599 (Millie Hackman) for prayer, praise,  

or to be a prayer chain volunteer. 
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Whatõs Inside? 
§  Youth and Childrenõs Activities 

§  SoSA Newsletter Mailing  

§  Mission Focus:  February 2012  

§  Lenten Luncheons Begin February 22  

§  Worship Themes for February 2012  

 

In response to Godôs call, we at Main Street United Methodist Church, will  
REACH OUT to our community and each other with faith, to share the love of God 

and the vision of Christ for our world. 


